brief interval he failed to do it. There is no evidence that his reactions are above the level of senso-motor reflexes.
He shows no imageability, no The mother gives as a possible cause, an injury due to breech presentation at birth, but the child bears upon his body definite proofs that the trouble is of earlier origin than that, and is to be sought for either in heredity or in an arrest of uterine development. The mother reports a fall in the third month of the period of gestation, and it is possible that this may have produced a tendency to, or an incomplete, miscarriage, the result being this monster. The parents absolutely deny any attempt at abortion. There is no other child. This latter fact may be of significance as it is just possible that the trouble in Dick's case may be due either to an attempt at abortion, resulting from a lack of desire for children, or to a lack of procreative energy in the mother. In the latter case the lack of procreative energy may have caused mal-nutrition in utero, and therefore a child monster.
It is, of course, possible that the cause is syphilis. The family history given by the parents, both of whom seem perfectly normal, and in fact rather intelligent, is absolutely negative as regards etiology.
Whatever the cause may be, this child is a case of arrested development, on the species scale an atavistic monster and on the growth scale an idiot.
